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LOGLINE

A punk-rock Army reservist in a dead-end Missouri town receives his deployment orders on

the anniversary of his brother's combat death — and has to decide whether the country that

killed his brother deserves to have him too.

THE FILM

The Reservist is about what we owe the things that have already taken everything from us. Eliot Howard is not

a hero resisting service — he is a man trying to figure out if loyalty to a dead brother means following him or

surviving him. The script opens in a soybean field and never lets you forget the specific gravity of a place that

offers nothing that would admit to being opportunity under oath.

COMP SET

Manchester by the Sea · Kenneth Lonergan

Friday Night Lights · Peter Berg

The Hurt Locker · Kathryn Bigelow

Blue Valentine · Derek Cianfrance

RECOGNITION

Richmond International Film Festival — Finalist

Austin Film Festival — Multiple Rounds

Cinequest 2026 — Submitted

Slamdance 2026 — Submitted

Christopher Shank · Writer-Director
chris@christophershank.com · christophershank.com


